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B DiR Associates

June 29, 2013

Honorabie William M. Skretny
Chief United States District Judge for the Western District of New York
2 Niagara Square

Buffalo, New York 14202

United States Attorney's Office

Attn: Sharon Knope

138 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14202,
(716) 843-5828

o .

Re: Tonawanda Coke

Dear Justice Skretny:

My name is Diane L. Reboy. | am a New York State Registered Nurse with a Master of
Science degree in Health Services Administration after obtaining my nursing degree at
D’Youville College. | have been practicing as a professional registered nurse for over 35
years. | also maintain active registered nurse licensure in California and New Jersey.

My professional credentials include: certified nurse life care planner (CNLCP}),
certifications as a legal nurse consultant (LNCC) and forensic nurse (CFN). | maintain
active memberships in the American Association of Nurse Life Care Planners, American
Association of Legal Nurse Consultants and American College of Forensic Examiners
International as well as being 2 member of the Board of Forensic Nursing. | currently am
an associate member of the Bar Association of Erie County. | have also authored a
chapter on frial preparation and trials in the third edition of the American Association

Legal Nurse Consultant's Principles and Practices.

I have been involved in writing appeals for a medical center, when the patient’s inpatient
care has been denied. Over the last two years, | have seen the denials from both the
government and commercial insurances increase. Usually the commercial insurances
will follow the CMS payment standards as indicated in the United States Code 42.

As a certified nurse life care planner, | have prepared iife care plans and medical cost

projections for both plaintiff and defense attorneys on catastrophic illnesses and injuries.

Aithgugh the resident’s voted recently for several projects to be used from any fines that

gou impose, | would like to see some of the fine money set aside for those who may not
e aware they have a related medical problem now, but may be diagnosed in the fut

 believe that the residents did not think about the effects in relationship to the = e

Affordat_wle Health Care Act and that the insurances may not pay fo '

since this was a toxic event. Py or medical treatment

I base this on being a Kenmore-T onawanda resident for close to 60 vears and ha ng
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in the 1980’s at a Ridge Lea complex where | worked as a visiting nurse. | worked with
both the employer and union on educating them on the medical aspects of the alleged
toxic contamination. This also led me to meet Lois Gibbons, the spokesperson with
Love Canal.

Too often people see the reported $220 million in fines as a way to better their
community but sometimes they do not see the full picture that | see as a resuit of doing
life care plans. Thus the money is allocated to projects that have no connection to the
real issue at hand; toxic chemicals causing cancer and death. My mother had been a
resident of Kenmore-Tonawanda all her life and her cause of death was nonsmall cell
jung cancer. Unfortunately, she passed away before the benzene issue was brought to
light.

I am writing this impact letter as a patient advocate. in our state practice act, we are
termed patient advocates and our job is to do the best for our patients.

I hope that my insight into applying some of the funding for those who may not have
insurance coverage and for those who may not currently be diagnosed with cancer; but
could be diagnosed in the future, similar to the mesothelioma funding from asbestosis,

Thank you for allowing this privilege of addressing the court on this important issue.

Respectfully yours,

Diane L. Reboy, MS, RN, CFN, LNCC, DABFN, FABFE!L, CNLCP
Fellow of American College Forensic Examiners International
Diplomate of American Board of Forensic Nursing

Certified Nurse Life Care Planner

Legal Nurse Consuitant Certified

Certified Forensic Nurse Consuitant

Certified LexisNexis CaseMap Suite Legal Nurse Consuitant

705-2 E. Bidwell St. #3171 Lncdiane@yahgo.com
Foisom, Ca 95630-3315 o 718-572-5708
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Where leaders are made

July 17,2013

United States Attorney's Office
Attn: Sharon Knope

138 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14202

RE: People vs. Tonawanda Coke
Impact Statement

To Whom it May Concern:

As both a concerned citizen of North Tonawanda as well as a sociologist who has been involved
in research with the Clean Air Coalition of Western New York, I am submitting this impact

statement as evidence of health concerns in the Tonawanda Industrial corridor.

During the summer of 2010, Dr. William Sheider and myself conducted a research study called
The Stories Project. Together with Erin Heaney and members of the Clean Air Coalition, we
interviewed 30 families living adjacent to the Tonawanda Coke facility, specifically asking for
their ideas, concerns and perceptions of risk while living in the industrial corridor in Tonawanda.
The results were staggering. Nearly 100% of respondents reported feeling concerned or worried
about their health as a result of where they lived. Many of the respondents spoke of specific
health concerns, namely asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disorder (COPD), season and
non-seasonal allergies, and autoimmune concerns. These health concerns have been documented
in scientific and toxicological literature to be associated with exposure to air pollution, namely

benzene.

Macintosh HD:Users:robinso5:Deskiop:People vs Tonawanda Coke.docx
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As a resident of the Tonawandas and an environmental sociologist whose research focuses on
environmental justice for individuals who live in toxic corridors, I implore you to consider the
highest level of financial burden on Tonawanda Coke Corporation so that they are forced to
comply with standard set by the United States Environmental Protection Agency. The
participatory budget process set forth by the Clean Air Coalition will provide a series of projects
for which this settlement will be applied. These projects will further address pollution and health

issues facing Western New York in general and Tonawanda in particular.

I have attached a small selection of the white paper of our results. Note that you will find the
University at Buffalo Institutional Review Board approved the study and the limitations of the

study are also noted.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have.

Sincerely, ; .

Erin E. éo i;rs%é-#, h.g : W
Associate Professor, Sociology

Director of Environmental Studies

Canisius College

2001 Main Streeta

Buffalo, NY 14208

716-888-2748

Email: robinso5@canisius.edu
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Impact Statement
United States v. Tonawanda Coke Corporation and Mark 1.. Kamholz

Name(s) of those affected (optional):
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Impact the crime and/or the defendants’ conduct has had on you/your family:

Any thoughts on the type of sentence you feel the defendant should receive?

Include anything else you feel is important for the judge to know before imposing a
Sentence:
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IMPACT LETTER

It was in 1992 that | was diagnosed with Breast Cancer. | was 42 years old and it
was very shocking because there was no history of cancer in my family nor did |
meet any of the criteria for this horrible disease. My family was devastated. | had
6 months of chemo and 30 treatments of radiation. | immediately started
thinking about exposure to hazardous chemicals being that for many years we
would smell foul odor day and night. One of my neighbors who worked as an air
specialist moved out of the neighborhood-strange we thought as he loved it here.
Then, | learned that my neighbor across the street was diagnosed with breast
cancer and a women two doors down from me and then two more around the
corner all with breast cancer. My oncologist said it sounds like “cluster cancer”. |
have watched and seen so many stricken with cancer in the close surrounding
area over the years some of which did not make it-so very sad. | was also
diagnosed with Lupus over the years and have been on medication. Several of my
children’s friends who are in there thirties and forties have thyroid issues and
auto-immune diseases. After all these years we find out that we were in the path
of the release of hazardous chemicals in the air. This only confirms my thoughts
and no-one will ever convince me otherwise.

How could this “Happen”?

Janet Scheffler

Grand Island, New York
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From: branka sciuk [mailto:brankaps@_
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2013 4:45
To: Knope, Sharon (USANYW)

Cc: mcooke@grand-island.ny.us; jackiejamescreedon@gmail.com
Subject: TONAWANDA COKE

My family has lived directly across the Niagara River from Tonawanda Coke since 1958.

What have we seen and smelled over the years...Billowing smoke, that at times | know reaches
this side of Grand Island,

and great flames especially when it get dark, and occational odors. The emissions that my family
has seeen have been

extremely high and very visible.

How has it affected us?

Constant film over windows and house. Windows have to be washed too often.

Can no longer have picnic table or sitting chairs facing the river. Just too much film .

Concrete in front patio is discolored.

Breezeway finish is being removed with film and have called Tonawanda Coke and they have
denied all.

Trees have died. Pansies and other similar flowers cannot survive.

Tonawanda Coke keep blaming the above on the weather.

Isn't interesting that from Love to Broadway on East River, no one has a picnic table in front of
their home or

sits out doors facing the river and enjoying what we all have.

Now | have a brain tumor, need | say more.
Tonawanda Coke has been an accident waiting to happen, they did not due their job to protect

the environment.

Contact: Branka P. Sciuk, 1162 East River Rd, Grand Island, NY 716 .3607


mailto:brankaps@yahoo.com
mailto:mcooke@grand-island.ny.us
mailto:jackiejamescreedon@gmail.com
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Impact Statement
United States v. Tonawanda Coke Corporation and Mark L. Kamholz

Name(s) of those affected (optional):
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Include anything else you feel is important for the judge to know before imposing a
Sentence:
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Impact Statement
United States v. Tonawanda Coke Corporation and Mark L. Kamholz
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716-851-4052 our volunteers are available to answer questions from 10am-3pm
every Wednesday from May-August 2013

Impact Statement
United States v. Tonawanda Coke Corporation and Mark L. Kamholz
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Attn: Sharon Knope
138 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14202
From: Robert Usher

I have lived in the 14150 and 14207 zip codes for the past 10 years. I am currently
living at 91 Roswell Avenue, Tonawanda N.Y 14207, for the past 7 years here. I
am in the United States Air Force and deployed at this time. With that said this is
the reason I could not have made the deadline to your office via mail.

As I stated T am in the Air Force and try to stay in shape, I used to jog down River
Road north in the early mornings, this is a 2 mile course laid out on river road.
That allowed me to jog before work and not deal with the traffic that’s picks up
during the day. This was done 4 days a week up Roswell to river road turn north on
river road towards small boat harbor.

I was diagnosed in October of 2008 with prostrate cancer. At that time I was 45
years old and my Doctor stated that he was troubled by this because usually
prostate cancer shows up in a male later in life. Additionally he reviews my family
history and on both sides there is no prostrate cancer in any of the males in my
family. My father and brothers do not have it. My PSA level was off the chart at
13.4 and was given an antibiotic to see if that would bring it down. A week later
had more blood work and still was PSA level at 13.4. So he sent me to a specialist
and that doctor took 12 biopsies and 11 of the 12 were positive for cancer. Since it
was far along stage 2 it was recommended that I have surgery. Talked with my
primary care doctor and reviewed the results and agreed with the urologist.

On November 10, 2011 I had a prostectomy and that was the removal of my
prostrate.

1. 1 suffered mentally because of the lack of cancer in family and how young I
was I could not know why I had to get prostrate cancer.

2. I suffered financially at the time I was working at Moog Inc. making good
money until I was put on medical disability for some time.

3. My fiancée of 5 years left me shortly after I had trouble with sexual
incgnance. Meaning what we had before was impossible to maintain to a
good level. I agree living is better than not, meaning life will go on but it
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impacts me greatly because I am worried about dating again and cannot
perform as I did before surgery.

4. Additionally I had to where a pad for months until I was able to control my
urine movement. This was very embarrassing at the work place the pad was
balky.

5 T want out of this area but when I talk to a realtor they don’t come out and
say it but they say house in this area don’t sell and he did slip and stated due
to press coverage and how living in this area leads to illness. With that said
it’s next to impossible to sell at a fair price.

6. My quality of life has diminished greatly as a result of the operation.

Currently I just got a biopsy of an enlarged lymph node under my left arm pit.
Results will be back soon and I am terrified that it will come back positive for
cancer. I hope I presented enough info for what the court was asking for and I
hope I did not run on in my structure of information.

In closing there are two statements from both doctors that bother me, one my
family primary doctor cannot provide a reason for this to happen to me with the
good shape I was in and my good eating habits. Second, was the surgeon who
removed my prostrate said in all of the years he been practicing he has never
seen such a deformed grow on my prostrate and during the surgery he had to
call in another doctor to help remove it due to the abnormal size and weird
growth of my prostrate.

By me typing out my full name acts as a sign document.

Robert Stanley Usher.

Feel free to call if you need any other documents or doctors names.
Sincerely,

Robert Usher

Thank you for what you are doing, and God Bless you and your family.
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KnoEe, Sharon (USANYW)

From: cyndy <nycyndy I
Sent: Friday, June 14, 2013 10:47 AM

To: Knope, Sharon (USANYW)

Subject: my grandson...please help us get this claim in.

my grandson was born with ptosis, eyes are affected for life. Jaiden underwent surgery at approximately 1 1/2 yrsold
and it didn't work....it is a birth defect. His name is Jaiden Seneca and my daughters name is Alicia Seneca...Alicia and
Shawn Seneca Sr. have 2 other children and was residing on Irene st. at time of offence she was pregnant with Jaiden.
please contact Alicia atjJl}5237 regarding this matter. She has been confused on this whole thing regarding
Tonawanda Coke Plant and it's violations including the harm it caused so many people. My husband and | have been
trying to explain this to her that Jaiden will need several surgeries throughout his life that are not guaranteed. He has to
look up to the sky to see people because his eyelids are tight and don't open....This is so sad that a 3 yr old has to suffer
during play, school etc. Thank you, Mrs. Cynthia Wisniewski.

716[l5103
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